My Thoughts and Actions
necessary measures it involved were also identical, and so were our views on the peace question. Like me, he strove to secure the life of the German people against fresh aggression. He put the whole weight of his personality behind these views. -
Those to whom the authority of the General Staff was, or might be, an obstacle to the attainment of their own selfish ends sought to drive a wedge between the Field-Marshal and myself. They dared not attack him, so they thought it politic to strike at me. They invented differences between his views and actions and mine. According to them he personified the good principle, I the evil one. Those who spread such notions should at least have made him jointly responsible for all the alleged mischief. Otherwise they undermine his position and obviously present him as a man who could not possibly possess all the great qualities they ascribe to him, qualities he does most certainly possess.
The reputation of the Field-Marshal stands secure enough in the hearts of the German people.
I have always held him in honour and served him faithfully, and I esteem his noble qualities of mind not less highly than his devotion to his King and his readiness to assume responsibility,
Mine has been a life of work for our country, the Emperor and the Army. During the four years of war I lived only for the war.
My days followed a regular plan. All the time I was Chief of the Staff in the East and had direct control of troops everything was determined by the requirements of the military situation. I was in the office from six or seven in the morning until late at night.
When I was First Quartermaster-General I used to start work, when the Front was inactive, about eight o'clock. The Field-Marshal arrived perhaps an hour later and we would briefly discuss military events and plans and any pending questions.
13